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He carried his graciousness still further, for, in the
words of one of the Ministers, " the King took leave
of us with great composure and great kindness, gave
to each of us a salute on each cheek, and accepted
our resignation of office.3' Satire itself could hardly
burlesque that scene. Thackeray has made delicious
fun of it in one of his lectures. Fancy the worn-out
old Royal rake pressing a kiss on each cheek of the
Duke and the Lord Chancellor and Sir Robert Peel
and dismissing them as it were with his paternal
blessing !

As soon _ as* the dismissed Ministers had gone
the King found that the difficulties of the crisis
had only begun for him. It was absolutely impos-
sible for him to get any responsible statesman to
form a Ministry. He was at all events relieved of all
trouble so far as Lord Grey was concerned, for even
if he could so far have controlled his personal feelings
as to overcome his dislike to Lord Grey, it would be
utterly out of the question to think of inviting Lord
Grey to form a Government which was not to admit
the claims of the Catholics. Even George IV., with
all his self-conceit and all his lack of sense, could not
think of facing the country with the announcement
that he had no longer any Ministers, and that he
proposed to govern the country by despotic right.
Even George knew that things had not yet come to
such a pass with the people of England that they
would stand an announcement of that kind. There
was nothing for it but to give in, and the King gave
in. He wrote to the Duke of Wellington telling him
of his submission, and asking the Duke to urge Peel